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Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 14th March 2022 at 7pm in the Century Hall, 
Shurdington Community Centre. 
 
IN ATTENDANCE 
 
▪ Cllr George Porter (Chair) 
▪ Cllr Clare Stewart (V-Chair) 
▪ Cllr Derwen Hinds 

▪ GCC Cllr R Vines 

 

 

▪ Cllr Phil Hunt 
▪ Cllr Richard Allen 
▪ John Kay, Shurdington Parish Clerk 
▪ Two members of the public. 

035/22  APOLOGIES 

Apologies were received from Cllrs Sandra Sowerbutts, Graham Allen & Phil 

Surmon (all personal). 

036/22 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

There were no declarations of interest. 

037/22 PUBLIC QUESTIONS 

a) Correspondence re Banbury/Cheltenham Direct Railway. 
The Clerk was requested to respond that the Parish Council had no objection 
to the proposal and would welcome any future updates. 

b) Deer Park Archers Facilities – Offer 
The Clerk was requested to thank the group for their offer and would consider 
in future. The Chair would contact the group with regard to the upcoming 
Jubilee celebrations. 

An allotment tenant (Plot 16) who had received a notice explained her recent history 
and the reasons for the erection of the structure which had been done without 
permission. It was acknowledged that communication could be improved between the 
Council, allotment committee and the tenant. The matter would be considered later 
in the agenda. 

038/22 MINUTES 

The Minutes of the Meeting of Council held on the 14th February 2022 were 

confirmed as a true record and were signed by Cllr Porter. It was noted that a pre-

meeting prior to the recent King George V committee meeting had not taken place. 

039/22  MATTERS ARISING 

 

There was no update on the matters arising, the Clerk was requested to expand the 

matters listed even if they are to be included on other agenda items. 
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040/22            REPORTS FROM PARISH, BOROUGH AND COUNTY CLLRS 

 

Cllr Vines confirmed the 2022/23 Gloucestershire County Council budget for £520m 

includes an increase of 2.99%, incorporating a 1% for adult social care which 

equates to an additional £3.7m. This is an additional £42.14 per year on a Band D 

property. 

 

In the absence of Cllr Surman, it was reported that the budget increase for 

Tewkesbury Borough Council would add £5 per year on a Band D property an 

increase of 3.8%. 

 

The average total Council tax increase was £61.76 per Band D property, equating 

to £1,993.75 per year, depending on the Parish/Town Council increase. 

 

Cllr Stewart reported that 29 taxi vouchers had been used in February, there 

remained £96 in the reserve and it was requested that £250 be added to the fund 

next month. Cllr Porter agreed to draft a poster for the village shop and to advertise 

the scheme on Facebook. 

 

Cllr Hunt reported that the excavation in Farm Lane had been completed and it was 

much improved. 

 

IT WAS AGREED to fund a replacement dog bin on the lane leading to the 

allotments. 

041/22 TREE MATTERS 

The Clerk reported that the TPO for the horse chestnut at Brickfield Farm had not 
been confirmed by Tewkesbury Borough Council and the Council had previously 
decide to wait for this confirmation before applying for additional trees. 

042/22 HIGHWAY & FOOTPATH MATTERS 

Cllr Hinds had received and shared with Councillors the audit results from the 
Cotswold Parish Warden for Shurdington and Leckhampton who has completed an 
audit all the Shurdington Parish footpaths (both the Natural Landscape/AONB and 
the other footpaths). As expected a number of issues had been raised on the Ash 4 
and Ash 5 footpaths. 

IT WAS AGREED that Cllr Vines would invite a representative of the PROW team 
to meet with a Parish Council representative(s) to discuss the results of the audit 
and the ongoing obstructions on ASH 4 and ASH 5. 

Cllr Hinds has delayed contacting the Local Highway Manager to arrange a 
progress meeting as works on Church Lane have now been scheduled. 

Cllr Gunn to forward the details of two damaged stiles to Cllr Hinds. 
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043/22  FINANCIAL MATTERS 

The Council APPROVED the following payments: 

HMRC (PAYE)    £   31.13 
John Kay (salary)     £ 711.36 
John Kay (expenses)   £   89.08 
Smart Alex Windows   £   20.00 

The bank reconciliation up to 7th March 2022 was noted. 

IT WAS RESOLVED to Countrywide Grounds Maintenance as our grass cutting 
contractor for 2022/23 at a rate of £86.60 per visit. 

The invoice £1,247 for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee mugs was about to be 
received by Cllr Stewart. 

044/22 PLANNING MATTERS: APPLICATIONS 
 

It was noted that the Parish Council had commented to the following planning 

applications since the last meeting: 

22/00075/FUL - Blackhedge Farm Leckhampton Hill: Retention of an area of 

hardstanding, and the erection of a stable block for private equestrian use: No 

observations 

22/00110/TPO - 23 Lawn Crescent Shurdington: Treeworks: Support 

22/00030/FUL - 9 Cowlsmead Shurdington: Construction of 1no. independent 

dwelling: Neither object or support, but provided comments 

22/00085/FUL - 6 Leckhampton View Shurdington: Erection of a first floor rear 

extension, rear dormer extension and new gable end: Support 

22/00023/FUL - Land To The Rear Of Shernton Cottage Farm Lane: Erection of 1 

No. detached dwelling and associated works (Re-submission of application 

21/00022/FUL)  IT WAS RESOLVED to confirm that our previous comments still 

apply. 

IT WAS AGREED for the Clerk to enquire if planning training could be hosted by 

the Parish Council. 

045/22 PLANNING MATTERS: DECISIONS 

The Council noted the decisions made by Tewkesbury Borough Council since the 

last meeting. 

046/22  ENFORCEMENT INVESTIGATION 

There had been no update since the last Council meeting. 

 

 



 

Page 4 of 5 

 

047/22 ALLOTMENTS 

Cllr Hunt provided an update on the increased costs in relation to relaying the water 
pipe to the allotments, now in the region of £6k. IT WAS AGREED to cancel the 
planned water pipe renewal and to discuss with allotment committee/tenants on 
alternative water provision.  

The Councillors consider the request from the tenants of Plots 17/17a and Plot 16 
who had received notices on their respective plots. 

IT WAS RESOLVED to uphold the notice on Plots 17/17a due to the lack of activity 
over the last 12 months. The Clerk to inform the tenant.  

IT WAS RESOLVED to withdraw the notice and to permit the structure following the 
information received from the tenant. The Councillors requested that the structure to 
be used as a shelter and not a meeting/gathering place or the permission/tenancy 
will be reconsidered in the future. 

IT WAS AGREED that the allotment committee should be invited to draft guidance 
on structures that would be permitted in future on the allotment site. 

Cllr Hunt provided an update on the allotment agreement which includes a £60 
deposit for all new tenants, a clause that 50% of allotment to be cultivated each year, 
additional information on the use of bonfires and a new inspection programme. 

048/22 KING GEORGE V PLAYING FIELD 

The Councillors discussed the difference of opinion on the ownership of the Playing 
Fields between the Parish Council and the Charity, which impacts whether planning 
permission is required for elements of the project. 

IT WAS RESOLVED that Shurdington Parish Council is entitled to authorise the 
erection of a temporary structure on the Playing Fields; within planning permission 
parameters. Cllr Porter abstained from the vote. The Clerk confirmed to Council that 
he was unable to advise on the legality of the decision taken by the Council due to 
the status of the land ownership. 

The Clerk agree to forward the advice received from Roger Taylor, Wellers Hedley 
(Charity/Parish Council status) and GAPTC (Vat). 

049/22 ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS 

Cllr Gunn provided an update on tree planting and advice received. It is too late to 
arrange planting in the spring of 2022, therefore planning for autumn 2022. 

Cllr G Allen continuing to liaise with electric charge point providers, the Clerk provided 
details of a similar scheme by Chalford Parish Council (Stroud area). 
 
050/22 SPEEDWATCH 
 
The speedwatch sessions are ongoing with one new member. Both the local school 
and scouts had responded positively to the recent approach by Cllr R Allen. 
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051/22          QUEEN’S PLATINUM JUBILE 

 

Cllr Porter provided an update that the catering would be a maximum of £600 and 

was continuing to look for entertainment. A local volunteer was arranging children’s 

activities. A grant had been submitted to the Arts Council and a decision was due by 

1st April. Other grants are being investigated. Information for the event to be put on 

social media and leaflets delivered to properties in the village.. 

052/22  ANNUAL ASSEMBLY 
 
The preferred date/time for the 2022 Annual Assembly was 7pm on Wednesday 13th 
April 2022, subject to confirmation of a room being available at the Community 
Centre.  
 
IT WAS AGREED to invite Superintendent Emma Davis to attend as guest speaker 
and to invite representatives from the Speedwatch team and Cotswold Parish Warden 
to attend and provide updates. 
 
053/22 NEXT COUNCIL MEETING 
 
The next meeting of Council was scheduled for 7pm on Monday 11th April 2022 and 
would be held in the Century Hall, Shurdington Community Centre. 
 
There being no further business, the Chair closed the meeting at 20:55. 
  
 
 
Signed: Dated: 

 


